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Rules and Administration will meet in
SR–301, Russell Senate Office Building,
on Wednesday, July 30 and Thursday,
July 31, 1997 at 2:30 p.m. each day to
hold a business meeting on the status
of the investigation into the contested
Senate election in Louisiana.

For further information concerning
this hearing, please contact Bruce
Kasold of the Rules Committee staff at
224–3448.
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND

FORESTRY

Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, I would
like to announce that the Senate Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry will hold a full committee
hearing on Thursday, September 4,
1997, at 9 a.m., in SR–328A. The purpose
of this hearing is to examine rural and
agricultural credit issues.
f

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent on behalf of the
Governmental Affairs Committee Spe-
cial Investigation to meet on Monday,
July 28, at 2 p.m. for a nomination
hearing on George Omas to be Commis-
sioner, Postal Rate Commission, and
Janice Lachance, to be Deputy Direc-
tor, Office of Personnel Management.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent on behalf of the
Governmental Affairs Committee Spe-
cial Investigation to meet on Monday,
July 28, at 4:30 p.m. for a closed hear-
ing on campaign finance related mat-
ters.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Spe-
cial Committee on Aging be permitted
to meet on July 28, 1997 at 1 p.m. for
the purpose of a hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON TECHNOLOGY, TERRORISM,
AND GOVERNMENT INFORMATION

Mr. COVERDELL. The Subcommit-
tee on Technology, Terrorism, and
Government Information, of the Senate
Committee on the Judiciary, will hold
a hearing on Monday, July 28, 1997, at
9:30 a.m. in room 226 of the Senate
Dirksen Office Building, on ‘‘The At-
lanta Olympics Bombing and the FBI
Interrogation of Richard Jewell.’’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON TECHNOLOGY, TERRORISM,
AND GOVERNMENT INFORMATION

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Technology, Terrorism,
and Government Information, of the
Senate Committee on the Judiciary, be
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Monday, July 28, 1997,

at 2 P.M. to hold a hearing in room 226,
Senate Dirksen Building, on: ‘‘S. 474,
the Internet Gambling Prohibition
Act.’’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE SEUVA’AI
MERE TUIASOSOPO-BETHAM

∑ Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, it was a
sad day in our Nation’s history, and
more significantly, to its southernmost
territory in the South Pacific, the is-
lands of Tutuila and Manu’a known
also as American Samoa, when a grand
lady, a woman of great courage, a long-
time educator, passed away peacefully
in Honolulu, HI, on June 13, 1997. She
was the late Hon. Seuva’ai Mere
Tuiasosopo-Betham, former associate
judge of the high court of American
Samoa and former director of the
American Samoa Department of Edu-
cation. She was 65 years of age.

‘‘Mere’’ as she was popularly known,
was born to the late High Chief Orator
Mariota Tiumalu Tuiasosopo I of Vatia
who was one of the signatories of the
Deed of Cession between the islands of
Tutuila and Manu’a and the United
States of America in 1900. Her mother
was the late Venise Pulefa’asisina-
Tuiasosopo of the village of Amanave.
During the islands’ naval administra-
tion in 1950, Mere graduated as the
only female out of 16 students in the
first graduating class of the Amerika
Samoa High School. High Chief Orator
Tuiasosopo, a staunch educator and an
influential person in Mere’s life, who
firmly believed in the vast opportuni-
ties offered by the new mother coun-
try, encouraged his daughter to study
abroad. She attended Geneva College in
Pennsylvania and experienced the les-
sons of life to persevere and be dis-
ciplined while thousands of miles away
from her home in the South Pacific.

After becoming one of the first
Samoans ever to successfully complete
college in 1954 and earning her teaching
credentials, Mere returned to Samoa
upon her parents wishes and delved
into education, becoming one of the
first teachers in the American Samoan
educational system. Over four decades,
Mere dedicated her life to the teaching
of Samoan students. She began as a
classroom teacher, then an adviser, a
vice principal, a principal, and eventu-
ally rose to the prestigious position of
assistant director of the Department of
Education at a time when very few
Samoans held administrative positions
in government and the territory’s chief
executive was still appointed by the
Secretary of Interior. In 1978, when
American Samoa elected its first Sa-
moan Governor, Mere was appointed as
the first Samoan female to hold a cabi-
net office serving as director of the
Education Department.

Since the inception of formal edu-
cation in American Samoa, Mere’s

name has been synonymous with its de-
velopment. She initiated the local ca-
pacity building concept that involved
efforts for staff development and the
bilingual/bicultural education which
consolidated the best in both Samoan
and Western curricula. Her local capac-
ity building grew out of the need to up-
grade the total teaching force in Amer-
ican Samoa which was nearly 90 per-
cent Samoan. She once said, that,

. . . for every child to be able to learn
well, he must be taught well . . . our people
are our greatest and only valuable natural
resource, it is imperative that we invest
heavily in their development at all levels. In
doing so, we invest in our country’s future
stability, growth, health and security.

Inherent in Mere’s insistence on local
capacity building was her conviction
that the only way citizens in a develop-
ing country like Samoa can ensure
their survival amidst the influxes of
the Western world, was to remain the
masters of their land and development,
and continue to reaffirm confidence in
their ability to determine their own
destiny. It is also the mechanism, she
believed, the Samoan culture and
American democracy could merge ena-
bling Samoans to continue to live in
peace and harmony.

Mere’s conceptualization, develop-
ment, and materialization of the bilin-
gual/bicultural educational system of
American Samoa was an innovative ap-
proach to reconcile the fervent desire
of Samoans to maintain their identity
as a cultural entity while educating
their people to meet the demands of
the Western world. She held this no-
tion for nearly 40 years and firmly in-
grained it in all of her students, many
of whom attest to the immense influ-
ence this great Samoan lady has had in
their lives.

Mrs. Betham received numerous
awards as a leading educator in the Pa-
cific. She received the Samoan Educa-
tor of the Year award presented to her
by former U.S. Secretary of Education,
Dr. Terrell H. Bell. He thanked her for
her efforts to improve educational op-
portunities in the Pacific Basin saying,
‘‘Progress in education (reform) de-
pends most of all on the activities of
leaders in each of our states and terri-
tories, and your example to the people
of American Samoa has been
bright * * *’’

In 1991, Mere was appointed to the
all-male high court of American Samoa
which included seven Samoan associate
judges who dealt mainly with land and
‘‘matai’’ [chieftain] title laws. Her wis-
dom and knowledge of the ‘‘fa’a-
Samoa’’ [Samoan culture] was fiercely
sought by many of the territory’s lead-
ers to help preserve the integrity and
uniqueness of their Samoan heritage at
the same time dispensing American
justice. As part of the criteria of being
an associate judge, Mere was initiated
into her village’s ‘‘Nu’u o Ali’i,’’ the
council of chiefs, traditionally all-male
in most Samoan villages. She was be-
stowed the Talking Chief title
‘‘Seuva’ai,’’ descriptive of one surging
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